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DION CUPIDO
Under the Surface Is Someone Familiar (Live Auction)

Industrial ink on canvas
55” x 63”

www.africaartworks.weebly.com

Dion Cupido chose an African model, Alek Wek, as his source of reference because she is 
portrayed as the perfect photoshoped image. She always appears flawless in the media 

creating a false truth in the human mind about women in particular.
The reason he chose her is because she is always bombarded in the media. He is, through 

this work, protesting against what mass media portrays as a truth; flawless perfection that in 
essence is a photo-shopped lie. Dion as the artist seeks to go beyond the surface to reveal a 

truth to everyone that is hidden under the makeup, skin color, nationality, culture and the language. He goes to this truth 
debating with his canvas: sometimes the canvas forces it's opinion on him and other times he on it, which then results in an 

image that goes deeper than the surface. The portrait has traces of her but she transcends into every woman and ultimately 
every human being, Dion digs deeper beyond all the artificial aspects that the mass media adds onto the model and get to 

her core. As the process of translating this message fascinates this artist he becomes a protestant against the lies of mass 
media that makes a truth of what is in essence a “false message”.

Beyond her constant interest in African landscape and the people as figures on it, this work reflects Lara’s interest in 
texture, surfaces and the ever process of mark making. The viewer is required to look beyond the immediate surface, 
to go beyond the first impression.  In both the layering of paint and in the use of found objects and cut out images, 
there is a strong suggestion to look for more than the obvious.  

LIESL SCHEEPERS
Starfish Woman

32” x 21”
Oil on Canvas

 
Liesl was inspired by her time on the Spice Island of Tanzania, taking photographs 

at every opportunity. On her return to SA she combined the images, colors and 
patterns of Zanzibar with her observations in her own life in SA. Her paintings are 
design-like, with an emphasis on bold colors and pattern. She “paints” with fabric 

to add texture and complexity to the image, as well as authenticity, as much of the 
fabric is from Zanzibar and local African markets.  The Starfish in the painting is 

one she picked up from a small beach in Zanzibar. 

LARA MELLON
Remants of Africa: Hope 
9” x 28”
Mixed media on mounted board
www.laramellon.co.za


